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Quantum Leap Program Part 2: The Journey Begins.Owen Smith said his brother should be the
Labour candidate for his seat of Pontypridd at the next general election, despite risks from

deselection procedures A Labour MP has said his brother should be the party's candidate for his seat
at the next general election, despite risks from deselection procedures. Owen Smith, MP for

Pontypridd, told ITV News that his brother, Pontypridd MP Simon Smith, should take the leadership of
the Labour party. "My brother is a better person than most people realise," he said. Mr Smith said
there was "never a chance" his brother would deselect himself, adding: "He's a person of integrity
and I would trust him with my life. "If he said, 'I don't want to be leader of the Labour party', and

would he stand again, I would certainly support him. I think he's the right person to lead us forward."
Mr Smith's words have come after the party's ruling body - the National Executive Committee (NEC) -
is expected to tell local parties on Friday whether Labour MPs could be threatened with deselection.
The anti-Corbyn challenger, who says Mr Corbyn's leadership has divided the party, said he would be

"damned if he does and damned if he doesn't" if his brother deselects. The debate is expected to
"clear the air" and "put the issue to bed", he told ITV News. Any primary vote of less than 50% has
the potential to trigger deselection of the MP. Mr Smith said: "If he decided he wanted to be leader,
he would be a person of integrity and I would trust him with my life." "If he says, 'I don't want to be
leader', he's the right person. I think he's the right person to lead us forward. "He's done amazing

things in Parliament, he's done some amazing things for the Parliamentary Labour
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